History of Jason, may have been finished before
the Dictes; it is not dated, and the impression
of the type is so sharp that it must have been fresh
from the moulds. These two works were soon fol-
lowed by Chaucer's Canterbury Tales.

EXGLAXD was the only country in which printing
started with books in the native language. Its first
press was employed throughout its career in produc-
ing works in its own literature. The glory of this fact
is not diminished by the explanation that the conti-
nental book-traders, whose agents visited London
regularly, could undersell any attempt to produce
Latin works; or that English scholars preferred edi-
tions having the prestige of a continental imprint.

Caxton printed more than a hundred works of
which some vestige still remains. A high percentage
of these is now known from only a single copy, and
as many more are represented by fragments, some-
times consisting of no more than a few lines rescued
from the lining or the pasteboard of a binding. This
is sufficient proof that there must have been many
other editions which have entirely disappeared. The
fact that a majority of his boobs were small pam-
phlets containing popular tales in verse or prose ex-
plains why so many of them were completely worn
oat by readers.

The CANTERBURY TALES were printed twice,
from different manuscripts. Other works that came
from the Westminster press, which still have a place